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his father always took a vote because he found the stupid
and silent members of the Cabinet generally agreed with
him! Hogg regretted much that he had not been in H.
of Commons with Balfour, whom Winston Churchill had
described to him as easily the fijnest debater he had known.
He said that Balfour still uses the signature AJ.B. in
circulating minutes to the Cabinet and he believes he only
accepted a peerage because he didn't like being Sir Arthur,
and had no idea when he accepted the Garter that he
would have to be a Knight! That's very characteristic of
his nonchalant ignorance of such matters. I told Hogg
that I had heard him make his fiscal speech saying, " I
have no settled convictions/' and I doubted if history
would easily believe that he sat down after such a speecn
amid cheers which lasted four or five minutes.
George Trevelyan talked of the little interest taken in
Parliament now (compared with Test matches and the
like) and said Parliament was an aristocratic institution,
and it was doubtful whether democracy could keep it up!
—a curious remark from a strong Liberal.
We talked of the follies of the Biblical, classical, and
Shakespearian critics who fancy they can parcel up books
and deprive authors of what they wrote because it is sup-
posed to allude-to something they could not know. Hugh
Cecil brilliantly quoted Tennyson's " nations' airy navies
grappling in the central blue ", which he said, especially
taken with " the Parliament of man, the Federation of
the world ", would be taken by critics of this sort a
thousand years hence to prove conclusively that this part
of Locksley Hall was inserted by a later hand about 1919!
George T. loaded me with congratulations on my
Whitman. I don't think it is at all my best book, but none
has brought me so many congratulations.
November 29. We came back from Oxford where we
had a most delightful Sunday with the Riddells,1 the ex-
* The late Sir Walter Buchanan-Riddel!, at that time Principal of Hertford
College. He had married my niece, Rachel Lyttelton.

